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T H E T R A NSFIGU R AT ION 
MarK 9:1–8
MATTHEW 17:1–9; LUKE 9:28–36
The first verse of chapter 9 really belongs at the end of chapter 8. “What 
Jesus must have meant by 9:1 was that some of His apostles would witness 
the rapid spread of the Gospel after the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower 
the Church” (The Biblical Expositor). The Book of Acts records the fulfillment 
of that prediction in the phenomenal growth of the Christian Church.

Peter, James, and John would never forget this mountaintop experience. 
John would subsequently write in the prologue to his Gospel: “And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 
Peter recalled the overpowering sight of the transfigured Christ and wrote 
of his experience in these words: “We did not follow cleverly invented 
stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and 
glory from God the Father, when the voice came to him from the Majestic 

This was the first time in His public ministry that Jesus 
assumed the role of King, meek and lowly indeed, but a 
King nevertheless. He purposed to ride into Jerusalem 

not on a horse, a symbol of war but on a donkey, a 
symbol of peace and service. 
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Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased’” (2 Peter 1:16–17 NIV).

What happened on the Mount? He “was 
transfigured before them,” (Mark 9:2) that is, 
changed in outward appearance so as to shine 
with dazzling splendor. “His face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became white as light” 
(Matt. 17:2b). Mark speaks of it as snowy white: 
“And his raiment became shining, exceeding 
white as snow” (9:3 KJV), “far more glorious than 
any earthly process could make them” (9:3b, 
TLB). Luke writes, “The appearance of his face 
was altered and his clothing became dazzling 
white” [i.e., sparkling, gleaming] (Luke 9:29). 
The divine glory inherent in the Lord Christ burst 
forth and encased His humanity with an aura of 
splendor. The “form of God” shone through “the 
form of a servant.”

MOSES A N D ELI JA H A PPE A R 
MarK 9:4–10
“And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
and they were talking with Jesus” (9:4). Moses 
was the representative of the Law; Elijah was 
the representative of the prophets. These two 
men, Moses and Elijah, had made their exodus 
or departure from this life in an extraordinary 
fashion. Elijah left in a whirlwind and chariot of 
fire. Moses was buried by God Himself and no one 
else knew exactly where (Deut. 34:5–6). What 
did these two discuss with Jesus? We are not at 
a loss to know. It is written, they “spoke of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31b) — out of this life into 
the life of victory and glory.

This visit by men from another world must 
have served to strengthen Jesus against what 
lay ahead, even as later an angelic visitor 
strengthened Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
As for the disciples, the heavenly words they 
heard and the transcendent radiance convinced 

them that Jesus was indeed “the Son of the living 
God” and that, through seeming defeat, He would 
attain the victory.

Now Peter spoke without thinking. He said, 
“Rabbi [Master], it is good that we are here. Let 
us make three tents, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah” (9:5). Such a proposal 
was quite improper. Peter forgot the topic of 
the conversation, that Christ must accomplish 
His death at Jerusalem, that He had to die for 
mankind, and by His death redeem the world. 
The eternal interest of mankind would have been 
blighted had Peter’s proposal been accepted. 
While Peter spoke, a cloud illuminated them, and 
a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” 
(Matt. 17:5b).

“Listen to him.” Jesus is whom Moses and 
Elijah proclaimed, to whom all the prophets bore 
witness. Jesus is the apex of the pyramid. Moses 
and Elijah, the base. Jesus takes precedence over 
Moses and Elijah, for He fulfilled both Law and 
prophetic utterances. Listen to Him at all times, 
on all subjects, on all occasions.

“And suddenly, looking around, they no longer 
saw anyone with them but Jesus only” (9:8). It 
is the hope and prayer of every Gospel preacher 
that, when the sermon is over, the listeners will 
call to mind no man, save Jesus only.

“And as they were coming down the mountain, 
he charged them to tell no one what they had 
seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the 
dead” (9:9). Jesus sensed the spirit of opposition 
that was rising against Him. He wished to guard 
against precipitous action on the part of His 
enemies. They were not to act prematurely. So He 
told the three not to publicize what they had seen 
and heard.
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ELI JA H PR EFIGU R ED J OH N T H E B A P T I ZER 
MarK 9:11–13
On the way down the mountainside, the disciples asked Jesus, “Why do the scribes 
say that Elijah must come?” They based their argument on Malachi 4:5, “Behold, 
I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord 
comes.” Jesus informed them Elijah had already come. John the Baptizer was the 
personification of the spirit and power of Elijah and also served as the herald of 
the Messiah. But the scribes failed to associate the two. The disciples, however, 
understood that Jesus spoke to them of John the Baptist (Matt. 17:13). As John was 
treated, the Son of Man shall also suffer and be treated with contempt.

H A PPEN I NGS AT T H E B A SE OF M T. H ER MON 
MarK 9:14–29
The crowds had gathered around the disciples at the foot of the mountain, waiting 
for Christ and his three companions to come down. Certain scribes had engaged 
the nine apostles in argumentation. This was abruptly broken off when the people 
saw Jesus, and excitedly rushed to welcome Him. Jesus inquired of the lawyers, 
“What were you arguing about?” Before they could answer, a grief-stricken father 
thrust himself forward and plaintively petitioned Jesus to dispossess his son of an 
“unclean spirit” which had possessed the lad since early childhood (9:21), rendering 
him deaf and mute (9:25) and tormenting him (9:18). The father pleaded, “have 
compassion on us and help us” as he suffers terribly. I brought him to your disciples, 
but they could do nothing for him.

Jesus tested the father’s faith, saying, “All things are possible for one who believes.” 
The father responded honestly. With tears streaming from his eyes, he cried out, 
“I believe; help my unbelief” (9:23–24). He did not smooth over the difficulty of 
believing when faced by a tragic situation. He genuinely wanted to believe but knew 
his faith depended upon the Lord.

Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and commanded him to come out of the boy. The 
demon obeyed, but not until he had thrown the boy into one final convulsion. Jesus 
took the lad by the hand, lifted him up, “and the boy was healed instantly” (Matt. 
17:18b). “Why couldn’t we do it?” His disciples asked privately because they had 
done so before. Answer: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 
Some translations add “and fasting” in the footnote.
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A NOT H ER A N NO U NCE MEN T 
R EG A R DI NG H IS D E AT H 
MarK 9:30–32
Previous declarations of Jesus’ coming death had 
been made (2:18–20). If we had been present 
there in the apostles’ stead, would we have 
grasped the full impact of that saying? Probably 
not. We would have been as dull as they were. 
The second reference was also too general for 
the imagination to construct a plan of salvation. 
Could you have done so from these sparse words: 
“How is it written of the Son of Man, that he 
should suffer many things, and be treated with 
contempt?” (9:12b).

The disciples would eventually be called upon to 
tell the world, “In Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them” (2 Cor. 5:19). What an assignment! 
What a sublime mystery to tell forth! The three 
greatest things in the universe are brought 
together in Christ:

 · the greatest attribute of God, which is love; 

 · the greatest force in the world, which is 
moral law; and

 · the greatest mystery of humankind, which 
is sin. 

These three were brought together in, and 
reconciled by, Christ, who fulfilled the law, paid 
the price of sin, and, through self-sacrificial love, 
restored mankind to friendship with God. Heaven’s 
love could then flood the penitent, believing soul.

The disciples were the ones chosen to transmit 
this Good News to the world. They needed to 
become better educated; they needed heaps 
of instruction. So Jesus sought a quiet retreat 
where He could spend more time alone with His 
disciples, instructing them. He “passed through 
Galilee” secretly “And he did not want anyone to 
know” (9:30).

Then Jesus taught the disciples, saying, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands 
of men, and they will kill him. And when he is 
killed, after three days he will rise” (9:31). There 
it is again, that baffling statement He had made 
when they came down from the mount, not to 
tell anyone what things they had seen, “until the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead.” They “kept 
the matter to themselves, questioning what this 
rising from the dead might mean” (9:9–10). All 
this was too profound for them to fathom at this 
time. No wonder it is said of them, “They did not 
understand the saying, and were afraid to ask 
him” (9:32).

T H E COM MON U RGE TO 
B E N U MB ER ON E 
MarK 9:33–37
Jesus and His disciples came to Capernaum, His 
headquarters, and entered the house that had 
become home to them. He asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the way here?” They 
did not answer, for they felt guilty. They had been 
arguing about who was the greatest.

The discussion may have been engendered by the 
fact that Jesus had selected only three of them to 
accompany Him up the Mount of Transfiguration. 
The Lord in His omniscience knew what they had 
been discussing. He drew them closer and told 
them in effect: The key to greatness is service, 
(9:35), even down to serving a child. Philosophers 
of old urged that a child should be valued, in 
view of what he/she would someday become. 
The principle Jesus set forth was to “value a 
child for what he or she is.” He took a child of 
the household into His arms and said, “Whoever 
receives one such child in my name, receives 
me, and whoever receives me, receives not me 
but him who sent me” (9:37). We are to have a 
childlike faith. Only in humility of heart, helped by 
the Holy Spirit, can we say, “I believe.”
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The ground in front of the cross is level, no high 
spots where earth’s elite are privileged to stand 
as the “greatest”; no low spots to which the lowly 
are assigned. “For you have one teacher [Master], 
and you are all brothers” (Matt. 23:8b). 

B E SLOW TO JU D GE 
MarK 9:38–42
John (the apostle of Love) and his brother James 
were at one time named by Jesus, “Boanerges, 
that is, Sons of Thunder” (3:17b). A bit of thunder 
roared out of John when he told a certain 
exorcist to stop driving out demons in the name 
of Jesus. “Master,” John informed Jesus, “We 
saw one casting out demons in your name. We 
don’t know who he is. But this is sure; he is not 
one of us. He doesn’t belong to our group. So I 
told him to stop exorcising the demon-ridden in 
your name. I feel confident, Lord, you approve 
of what I did.” Thus did John seek to ingratiate 
himself with his Master.

Jesus responded to John in effect, “You acted 
hastily. You should have gone slow and easy. 
You should have reserved judgment until certain 
questions were answered, such as: ‘Do you think 
it likely that a man who believes so strongly in 
the power of my name that he uses it to drive 
out demons would suddenly turn against me and 
defame my name?’” A case in point: The prospect 
who says, “No, I am not a church member, but I 
am not against the church.” He is to be dealt with 
gently, “for the one who is not against us is for 
us” (9:40).

Whatever is done in the name of Christ or for 
one of His followers — even if it is something as 
simple and inexpensive as the giving of a cup of 
water — will not go unnoticed or unrewarded. 
Contrariwise, whatever is done, great or small, to 
cause anyone to sin, be it a child in years or one 
weak in the Christian faith, it were better for all 
concerned if such a would-be offender were cast 

into the sea, with a millstone slung around his 
neck. So grave is it to lead someone into iniquity! 

DE A LI NG W I T H T H E SO U RCE OF EV I L 
MarK 9:43–50
When Christ spoke of cutting off a hand or a foot 
or of blinding an eye, He spoke figuratively, not 
literally. The real source of evil: “For from within, 
out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts” 
(7:21–23). Evil in the heart must be brought under 
control. This is preeminently the work of the Holy 
Spirit, operating through Word and Sacrament 
(1 Cor. 12:3; 2 Thess. 2:13; Rom.10:17; Ezekiel 
11:19). 

Obviously, sin does not actually reside in the hand 
or foot, so that, if one of these members were 
lopped off, the amount of sin in the body would 
be proportionately reduced. Nor does it reside 
in the eye itself. Sin is part and parcel of man’s 
being, indigenous to human nature, because of 
“Adam’s heritage of woe” — “darkened, in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God 
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to 
their hardness of heart” (Eph. 4:18).

Changes for the betterment of society can also 
be effected in the area of natural righteousness 
by people of high moral and ethical values: 
education, example, home training, just and sure 
enforcement of laws.

Life makes hard demands. Sometimes life is 
permeated or “salted with fire” (9:49). So, “have 
salt in yourselves,” and avoid arguing as to who 
is “the greatest!” “Be at peace with one another” 
(9:50).

“Do your best, and with God be the rest.”
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 10:1–22

O ever-present Savior, who spent much time in prayer with Your heavenly Father, 
help us to pray without ceasing, offering up the sacrifice of praise continually. Give 

us patience and teach us to be content, for Your blessed Name’s sake. Amen.

Mark 10:1–12
1. Jesus departed from Galilee and set His face toward Jerusalem and His forthcoming passion, death and 

resurrection. Many people went with Him and, as was His custom, He taught them. What trick question did 
the Pharisees pose, testing Him?

2. Describe the line of argument Jesus followed in responding to the Pharisees’ question.

3. Marriage is to be entered into reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly and in the fear of God. If the 
marriage does not turn out successfully, what is usually the reason?

4. What was the punishment imposed on adulterers in the Old Testament? (Lev. 20:10)

5. What act of infidelity does Matthew cite as grounds for divorce in Matthew 19:9? 

6. List the threefold purpose of marriage as found in: 
Gen. 1:28a

 Gen. 2:18

 1 Cor. 7:1–5
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Mark 10:13–16
7. What attitude and actions of Jesus towards infants and young children will make both parents and children 

happier? (Also see Luke 18:15–17)

8. Why is it necessary for adults to have a childlike faith in order to accept the sacred mysteries of our faith?

9. Through which Sacrament do we place our children into the loving arms of Jesus? (Acts 16:33; Eph. 5:25–26; 
1 Peter 3:21) 

Mark 10:17–22
10. What leads you to believe that this wealthy ruler of a synagogue was eager to interview Jesus?

11. What question did he ask of Jesus?

12. What reply did Jesus give him?

13. Was the lifestyle of the ruler good or bad? Why?

14. Though the young man claimed to have kept the second table of the law, beginning with the commandment: 
“Honor your father and your mother,” which prime commandment did he overlook? (Ex. 20:3)

15. Jesus put him to the test to show that his real interest was not in showing his love for God through works 
of charity, but in his own self-promotion, expressed in clinging to things materialistic. Why was the rich 
young ruler grieved at the decision he was called upon to make?

16. List your most cherished worldly possessions and tell why it would be difficult to give them away.
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